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1. Purpose. To provide information on the rules for outside speaking, teaching and writing. 

2. Facts.
a. Federal employees are prohibited from receiving compensation for outside speaking, teaching or writing which relates to their official duties. 5 C.F.R.           § 2635.807. 

b. Employees are prohibited from allowing the "re-merchandise" of the work they do for the government. No employee may receive compensation for teaching, speaking, or writing on anything:

(1) Prepared as part of their official duties; or

(2) Dealing with an activity related in significant part to the employee's official duties (current duties or duties performed within the last year).

c. One exception to this rule is that employees may accept travel expenses for unofficial teaching, speaking or writing that is related to their duties when it "deals in significant part with . . . [a]ny ongoing or announced policy, program or operation of the agency." 5 C.F.R. § 2635.807(a)(2)(i)(E)(2). 

d. This rule permits receiving payment for:

(1) Teaching at an accredited educational institution even if the instruction is based upon work done for the government; or

(2) Teaching, speaking or writing which is based upon general professional training or educational background, even when the topic falls within the employee's area of employment. For example, a rocket scientist can be paid for presenting a paper on orbital physics, so long as it is prepared on his own time and does not draw substantially from work he has done for the government. Academic information and material which would otherwise be available to the public may be used. 

